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Abstract— This study delves into the intricate dynamics of cultural 

conflict and harmony as depicted in Wajahat Ali's play, "The Domestic 

Crusaders," through the lens of social influence theory. Utilizing a 

literary analysis approach, this research explores how social forces 

shape and influence the characters' identities, relationships, and 

actions within the context of a Pakistani-American family. The 

examination of familial interactions, generational differences, and 

societal pressures illuminates the complexities of navigating cultural 

assimilation and preserving heritage. Key themes such as 

intergenerational tension, cultural identity negotiation, and the impact 

of external influences are dissected to uncover deeper insights into the 

challenges and triumphs of multicultural existence. This study 

contributes to the understanding of how social dynamics intersect with 

cultural narratives, offering valuable perspectives on the complexities 

of identity formation and intercultural relationships. 
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I. INTRODUCTION  

In the landscape of contemporary literature, works that explore 

the intricacies of cultural identity and intergenerational 

dynamics serve as vital mirrors reflecting the diverse 

experiences of diasporic communities. Wajahat Ali's play, "The 

Domestic Crusaders," stands as a poignant portrayal of the 

Pakistani-American experience, offering a nuanced 

examination of the tensions and harmonies that arise within a 

family grappling with cultural assimilation and preservation. 

Situated within the framework of social influence theory, this 

literary analysis seeks to delve into the depths of Ali's narrative, 

unraveling the complex interplay between cultural conflict and 

harmony that permeates the lives of the characters. 

Ali's work emerges at a crucial juncture in the exploration 

of multiculturalism and identity politics, providing a platform 

for voices often marginalized in mainstream discourse. As the 

Pakistani-American community navigates the intersection of 

tradition and modernity, the play offers a glimpse into the 

challenges and triumphs of negotiating cultural identity within 

the context of familial relationships. Through the lens of social 

influence theory, which examines how individuals are shaped 

by the social environment around them, this analysis aims to 

illuminate the mechanisms through which external forces 

impact the characters' perceptions, decisions, and interactions. 

The title of the play, "The Domestic Crusaders," evokes 

imagery of a familial battleground, where the clash of 

ideologies and generations unfolds within the confines of the 

home. Drawing upon the rich tapestry of Pakistani culture and 

American society, Ali weaves a narrative that resonates with 

authenticity and emotional depth. By immersing readers in the 

lives of the Gadhwani family over the course of a single day, 

the play captures the essence of the immigrant experience – the 

longing for belonging, the struggle for acceptance, and the quest 

for individual agency amidst cultural expectations. 

As scholars and critics engage with Ali's work, various 

themes emerge that warrant exploration. From the tension 

between tradition and modernity to the complexities of 

intergenerational communication, "The Domestic Crusaders" 

offers fertile ground for dissecting the nuances of cultural 

identity negotiation. Through a close reading of the text and 

analysis of character dynamics, this study seeks to shed light on 

the ways in which social influences shape the identities and 

relationships depicted in the play. 

In order to situate this analysis within existing scholarly 

discourse, it is essential to draw upon relevant literature that 

examines themes of cultural identity, diaspora literature, and 

social influence theory. By synthesizing insights from 

disciplines such as sociology, cultural studies, and literary 

criticism, this study aims to contribute to a deeper 

understanding of the complexities inherent in the Pakistani-

American experience as portrayed in "The Domestic 

Crusaders." 

Problem Statement 

The Pakistani-American community, like many diasporic 

groups, faces the challenge of navigating cultural conflicts and 

seeking harmony within the context of their dual identities. 

Wajahat Ali's play, "The Domestic Crusaders," offers a vivid 

portrayal of the complexities inherent in this experience, yet 

there remains a gap in understanding how social influence 

shapes the characters' responses to cultural tensions within the 

familial setting. Therefore, the problem at hand is to investigate 

how social influence mechanisms operate within the narrative 

of "The Domestic Crusaders," and how they contribute to the 

negotiation of cultural conflict and harmony among Pakistani-

American individuals and families. 

Objectives 
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1. To analyzes the depiction of cultural conflict and harmony 

within "The Domestic Crusaders" by Wajahat Ali. 

Cultural Harmony 

Amidst the cultural conflicts depicted in the play, "The 

Domestic Crusaders" also offers glimpses of cultural harmony 

and solidarity within the Gadhwani family. Despite their 

differences, the characters share a deep sense of cultural pride 

and connection to their Pakistani heritage. Moments of 

celebration, such as Eid festivities and traditional meals, serve 

as reminders of the bonds that unite the family across 

generations and cultural divides. Additionally, acts of support, 

understanding, and reconciliation demonstrate the resilience of 

familial relationships in overcoming cultural barriers and 

fostering a sense of unity amidst diversity. 

Moreover, the play highlights the capacity for cultural 

exchange and mutual understanding between Pakistani and 

American cultures. Characters like Salahuddin and Fatima 

embrace elements of American culture while still maintaining a 

strong connection to their Pakistani roots, embodying a hybrid 

identity that transcends simplistic notions of assimilation or 

cultural assimilation. These instances of cultural synthesis and 

adaptation underscore the fluid and dynamic nature of cultural 

identity, as individuals navigate the complexities of belonging 

in a multicultural society. 

In conclusion, "The Domestic Crusaders" offers a nuanced 

portrayal of cultural conflict and harmony within the Pakistani-

American community, illuminating the complexities of 

navigating dual identities, intergenerational tensions, and 

societal pressures. Through its richly drawn characters and 

evocative narrative, the play invites audiences to explore the 

nuances of cultural negotiation and the enduring bonds of 

family amidst the challenges of cultural assimilation and social 

change. 

2. To identify the social influence mechanisms at play in 

shaping the characters' responses to cultural tensions. 

Identifying the social influence mechanisms at play in 

shaping the characters' responses to cultural tensions in "The 

Domestic Crusaders" involves examining the ways in which 

external factors influence their attitudes, behaviors, and 

decision-making processes within the familial setting. Several 

key social influence mechanisms can be identified within the 

play: 

Parental Authority: Characters often defer to the authority of 

their parents, particularly elders like Khulsoom Sr. and Hakim, 

who hold sway over family decisions and traditions. The 

characters' respect for parental authority influences their 

adherence to cultural norms and traditions, shaping their 

responses to cultural tensions. 

Peer Pressure: Characters may also be influenced by peer 

pressure, particularly younger individuals like Salman and 

Fatima, who navigate social dynamics both within and outside 

the family. Peer influence can shape attitudes, beliefs, and 

behaviors, driving characters to conform to or resist cultural 

expectations based on their social circles. 

Societal Expectations: Characters' responses to cultural 

tensions are also influenced by broader societal expectations 

and norms. The pervasive impact of Islamophobia, for example, 

shapes characters' experiences and perceptions of their cultural 

identity, influencing their responses to discrimination and 

prejudice. 

Cultural Stereotypes: Characters may internalize cultural 

stereotypes and biases, which can influence their self-

perception and behavior. The play explores how characters like 

Salahuddin and Khulsoom Jr. grapple with stereotypes 

associated with their Pakistani and Muslim identities, shaping 

their responses to cultural tensions and shaping their sense of 

self. 

Media Influence: Media representations and portrayals of 

Pakistani-Americans and Muslims can also influence 

characters' perceptions and responses to cultural tensions. 

Characters may internalize media narratives, contributing to 

feelings of marginalization, alienation, or pride in their cultural 

heritage. 

By identifying these social influence mechanisms, 

researchers can gain insight into the ways in which external 

factors shape characters' responses to cultural tensions within 

"The Domestic Crusaders," enriching our understanding of the 

complexities of cultural identity negotiation and familial 

dynamics within the Pakistani-American context. 

3. To explore the strategies employed by the characters in 

navigating cultural conflicts and seeking harmony within the 

familial context. 

Exploring the strategies employed by the characters in 

navigating cultural conflicts and seeking harmony within the 

familial context in "The Domestic Crusaders" involves 

examining the various approaches and tactics they employ to 

address tensions arising from cultural differences. Several key 

strategies can be identified within the play: 

Communication and Dialogue: Characters engage in open 

communication and dialogue as a means of addressing cultural 

conflicts and fostering understanding within the family. By 

expressing their thoughts, feelings, and perspectives, characters 

strive to bridge the gap between generations and cultivate 

empathy and mutual respect. 

Negotiation and Compromise: Characters negotiate and 

compromise with one another to accommodate differing 

cultural values and preferences. For example, family members 

may reach compromises regarding traditional customs, 

religious practices, or lifestyle choices, allowing for greater 

harmony and coexistence within the family unit. 

Education and Awareness: Characters seek to educate 

themselves and others about their cultural heritage and 

traditions, fostering greater awareness and appreciation for their 

shared identity. By learning about their cultural roots and 

histories, characters deepen their understanding of one another 

and strengthen their bonds as a family. 

Empathy and Compassion: Characters demonstrate empathy 

and compassion towards one another, recognizing the 

challenges and struggles faced by each family member in 

navigating cultural tensions. Through acts of kindness, 

understanding, and support, characters cultivate a sense of 

solidarity and unity amidst cultural differences. 

Adaptation and Flexibility: Characters demonstrate adaptability 

and flexibility in responding to cultural conflicts, adjusting their 

attitudes and behaviors to accommodate changing 
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circumstances. Whether through embracing new customs, 

challenging traditional norms, or forging hybrid identities, 

characters adapt to evolving cultural landscapes while 

maintaining a sense of authenticity and integrity. 

By exploring these strategies employed by the characters in 

"The Domestic Crusaders," researchers can gain insight into the 

complexities of navigating cultural conflicts and seeking 

harmony within the familial context. These strategies reflect the 

characters' resilience, resourcefulness, and commitment to 

preserving their cultural heritage while navigating the 

challenges of immigrant life in America. Through their actions 

and interactions, characters in the play exemplify the diverse 

approaches to cultural negotiation and identity formation within 

the Pakistani-American community. 

4. To assess the implications of the findings for understanding 

the Pakistani-American experience and broader issues of 

cultural identity negotiation. 

To assess the implications of the findings for understanding 

the Pakistani-American experience and broader issues of 

cultural identity negotiation in "The Domestic Crusaders," it's 

essential to consider how the dynamics portrayed in the play 

reflect larger patterns and challenges within the Pakistani-

American community and immigrant populations more 

broadly. Several key implications can be drawn from the 

analysis: 

Insights into Immigrant Family Dynamics: The exploration of 

familial relationships, intergenerational conflicts, and cultural 

tensions within "The Domestic Crusaders" provides valuable 

insights into the experiences of Pakistani-American families 

and immigrant communities. By examining the strategies 

employed by characters to navigate these challenges, 

researchers can gain a deeper understanding of the complexities 

of immigrant family dynamics and the ways in which cultural 

identity negotiation unfolds within the familial context. 

Intersectionality of Identity: The play sheds light on the 

intersectionality of identity within the Pakistani-American 

community, highlighting the ways in which cultural, religious, 

and generational identities intersect and shape individuals' 

experiences and perspectives. By recognizing the multifaceted 

nature of identity, researchers can better understand the 

nuanced challenges faced by Pakistani-Americans in 

negotiating their cultural identities amidst diverse cultural 

influences. 

Impact of Social Influences: The analysis of social influence 

mechanisms within the play offers insights into the external 

factors that shape individuals' responses to cultural tensions and 

influence their sense of identity and belonging. By assessing the 

role of parental authority, peer pressure, societal expectations, 

and media representations, researchers can elucidate the 

complex web of social influences that contribute to the 

Pakistani-American experience and broader issues of cultural 

identity negotiation. 

Resilience and Adaptability: Despite facing cultural conflicts 

and challenges, the characters in "The Domestic Crusaders" 

demonstrate resilience, adaptability, and a strong sense of 

cultural pride and solidarity. By examining the strategies 

employed by characters to navigate cultural tensions and seek 

harmony within the family, researchers can identify patterns of 

resilience and adaptation that contribute to the Pakistani-

American experience and inform broader discussions of 

immigrant resilience and cultural integration. 

Implications for Policy and Practice: The findings from the 

analysis of "The Domestic Crusaders" have implications for 

policy and practice, particularly in the areas of multicultural 

education, immigrant support services, and community 

engagement. By understanding the complexities of cultural 

identity negotiation and the challenges faced by Pakistani-

American families, policymakers and practitioners can develop 

more informed and culturally sensitive approaches to 

supporting immigrant communities and promoting cultural 

diversity and inclusion. 

Overall, the assessment of the implications of the findings 

from "The Domestic Crusaders" contributes to a deeper 

understanding of the Pakistani-American experience and 

broader issues of cultural identity negotiation within immigrant 

populations. By drawing connections between the themes and 

dynamics portrayed in the play and larger socio-cultural 

contexts, researchers can illuminate the complexities of cultural 

identity formation and inform efforts to promote cultural 

understanding, acceptance, and cohesion within diverse 

communities. 

II. METHODS 

This research will employ literary analysis techniques to 

examine the text of "The Domestic Crusaders." Close reading 

of the play will be conducted to identify instances of cultural 

conflict and harmony, as well as the social influence 

mechanisms that shape the characters' behaviors and decisions. 

Themes and patterns will be identified through iterative 

analysis, supported by textual evidence. Additionally, 

secondary sources, including critical essays and scholarly 

articles, will be consulted to provide context and deepen 

understanding of the themes explored in the play. 

Theoretical Framework 

The theoretical framework for this study draws upon several 

interconnected concepts to provide a comprehensive 

understanding of the dynamics at play in "The Domestic 

Crusaders" by Wajahat Ali. Central to this framework are social 

influence theory, cultural conflict theory, and identity 

negotiation theory, which collectively illuminate how 

individuals navigate cultural tensions and seek harmony within 

the context of social interactions. 

Social Influence Theory: Social influence theory posits that 

individuals' thoughts, feelings, and behaviors are shaped by 

their interactions with others and the social environment around 

them (Cialdini & Goldstein, 2004). Within the context of "The 

Domestic Crusaders," this theory helps elucidate how external 

factors such as family dynamics, peer pressure, and societal 

norms influence the characters' perceptions, decisions, and 

actions. By analyzing the mechanisms of social influence at 

play, this study aims to uncover the ways in which cultural 

conflicts and harmonies emerge within the familial context 

depicted in the play. 

Cultural Conflict Theory: Cultural conflict theory examines 

the tensions that arise when individuals from different cultural 
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backgrounds encounter one another (Hong & Page, 2001). In 

"The Domestic Crusaders," the characters grapple with 

conflicts stemming from their Pakistani heritage and American 

upbringing, as well as generational differences in values and 

beliefs. By applying cultural conflict theory, this study seeks to 

explore how these tensions manifest within the family 

dynamics portrayed in the play and how they contribute to the 

overall narrative arc. 

Identity Negotiation Theory: Identity negotiation theory posits 

that individuals engage in an ongoing process of negotiating 

and constructing their identities in response to social contexts 

and interactions (Ting-Toomey & Chung, 2005). Within the 

framework of "The Domestic Crusaders," this theory provides 

insight into how the characters navigate their dual identities as 

Pakistani-Americans and negotiate their sense of belonging 

within the family and broader society. By examining the 

strategies employed by the characters to reconcile conflicting 

aspects of their identities, this study aims to elucidate the 

complexities of identity negotiation in multicultural contexts. 

By synthesizing these theoretical perspectives, this study 

seeks to provide a multifaceted analysis of "The Domestic 

Crusaders," shedding light on the ways in which cultural 

conflicts and harmonies are navigated through social influence 

within the context of the Pakistani-American family portrayed 

in the play. 

To effectively review the literature related to "The Domestic 

Crusaders" by Wajahat Ali, the study explores several key 

areas: 

Pakistani-American Literature: This encompasses works of 

literature written by authors of Pakistani descent living in 

America. Understanding the broader context of Pakistani-

American literature helps situate Ali's work within a larger 

literary tradition. 

Diaspora Literature: This field examines the experiences of 

people who have migrated from their homeland to other 

countries. "The Domestic Crusaders" fits within the diaspora 

literature genre as it explores themes of cultural identity, 

displacement, and the complexities of navigating multiple 

cultural influences. 

Social Influence Theory: As mentioned in the introduction, 

social influence theory provides a framework for understanding 

how external factors shape individual behavior, attitudes, and 

beliefs. Exploring literature on social influence theory would 

provide insights into how the characters in the play are 

influenced by their social environment. 

Cultural Identity and Assimilation: This area of literature 

explores the challenges and dynamics of cultural identity 

negotiation, particularly in immigrant communities. "The 

Domestic Crusaders" delves into questions of assimilation 

versus cultural preservation, intergenerational conflicts, and the 

search for belonging. 

Family Dynamics in Literature: Given that "The Domestic 

Crusaders" revolves around a Pakistani-American family, 

examining literature on family dynamics would provide context 

for analyzing the interactions and relationships depicted in the 

play. 

Criticism and Analysis of "The Domestic Crusaders": 

Reviewing existing scholarly articles, essays, and critiques of 

Ali's play would offer insights into various interpretations and 

analyses of the work. This includes discussions of themes, 

characters, narrative structure, and stylistic elements. 

By synthesizing literature from these areas, scholars can 

develop a comprehensive understanding of "The Domestic 

Crusaders" and its significance within the broader contexts of 

literature, culture, and society. Such a review would contribute 

to ongoing discussions about diaspora literature, cultural 

identity, and the immigrant experience in America. 

Pakistani-American Literature 

Pakistani-American literature encompasses a rich and 

diverse body of works written by authors of Pakistani descent 

who have settled in America. These literary works often explore 

themes such as cultural identity, immigration, assimilation, and 

the complexities of straddling multiple cultural worlds. By 

examining Pakistani-American literature, we can better 

understand how authors like Wajahat Ali contribute to and 

engage with this vibrant literary tradition. 

One notable example of Pakistani-American literature is 

Mohsin Hamid's novel "The Reluctant Fundamentalist." This 

novel tells the story of Changez, a Pakistani man who moves to 

the United States to pursue the American Dream but eventually 

becomes disillusioned with American society in the wake of 

9/11. Through Changez's narrative, Hamid explores themes of 

identity, belonging, and the impact of geopolitics on individual 

lives. This novel resonates with Ali's work in "The Domestic 

Crusaders" as both authors grapple with questions of cultural 

identity and belonging in the context of the Pakistani diaspora. 

Another important figure in Pakistani-American literature is 

Bapsi Sidhwa, known for her novel "Cracking India" (also 

published as "Ice-Candy Man"). Set during the partition of India 

in 1947, Sidhwa's novel depicts the harrowing experiences of a 

young girl named Lenny as she navigates the violence and 

upheaval of partition. While "Cracking India" is set in a 

different historical context than "The Domestic Crusaders," 

both works explore themes of identity, trauma, and the impact 

of historical events on individual lives. Through Sidhwa's 

portrayal of Lenny's struggles, readers gain insight into the 

complexities of identity formation in the aftermath of cultural 

and political upheaval. 

In addition to novels, Pakistani-American literature 

encompasses a wide range of genres, including poetry, short 

stories, and plays. For example, Agha Shahid Ali, a renowned 

poet of Pakistani descent, explores themes of exile, longing, and 

cultural heritage in his poetry collection "The Half-Inch 

Himalayas." By delving into the poetic expressions of diasporic 

identity, readers gain a deeper appreciation for the emotional 

and psychological dimensions of the Pakistani-American 

experience. 

Through their literary works, authors of Pakistani descent 

living in America contribute to a larger dialogue about identity, 

belonging, and the immigrant experience. By situating Wajahat 

Ali's play "The Domestic Crusaders" within the broader 

tradition of Pakistani-American literature, readers can gain a 

deeper understanding of the themes, motifs, and cultural 

resonances that permeate Ali's work. 
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Another significant work in Pakistani-American literature is 

"The Buddha of Suburbia" by Hanif Kureishi. This novel 

follows the protagonist Karim Amir, a British-Pakistani 

teenager navigating his identity in the suburbs of London during 

the 1970s. Like "The Domestic Crusaders," Kureishi's work 

explores themes of cultural identity, family dynamics, and the 

clash between tradition and modernity. Both narratives delve 

into the experiences of second-generation immigrants grappling 

with their cultural heritage while trying to find their place in 

Western society. 

In "The Buddha of Suburbia," Karim struggles to reconcile 

his British and Pakistani identities amidst the backdrop of social 

and political upheaval. Similarly, in "The Domestic Crusaders," 

the characters confront tensions between their Pakistani 

heritage and American upbringing as they navigate familial 

relationships and societal expectations. Through their 

respective narratives, both Kureishi and Ali shed light on the 

complexities of diasporic identity and the search for belonging 

in multicultural societies. 

Another compelling example is "An Isolated Incident" by 

Soniah Kamal, which explores the lives of a Pakistani-

American family in Atlanta, Georgia. Kamal's novel delves into 

themes of cultural assimilation, gender roles, and the challenges 

of maintaining traditions in a new environment. While "An 

Isolated Incident" is set in a different geographical location than 

"The Domestic Crusaders," both works offer poignant 

portrayals of Pakistani-American experiences and the nuances 

of cultural adaptation. 

In "The Domestic Crusaders," the Gadhwani family 

grapples with issues of cultural identity and intergenerational 

conflict against the backdrop of a single day. Similarly, Kamal's 

characters navigate complex familial dynamics and cultural 

expectations as they confront the realities of life in America. 

Through their respective narratives, both Ali and Kamal 

provide insight into the multifaceted nature of Pakistani-

American identity and the ways in which it intersects with 

broader social and cultural contexts. 

Diaspora literature 

Diaspora literature is a genre that explores the experiences 

of individuals who have migrated from their homeland to other 

countries. It delves into themes such as cultural identity, 

displacement, and the challenges of navigating multiple cultural 

influences. By examining the complexities of diasporic 

experiences, this literature sheds light on the psychological, 

social, and cultural dimensions of migration and assimilation. 

One notable example of Diaspora literature can be seen in 

"The Joy Luck Club" by Amy Tan, the novel follows the lives 

of four Chinese immigrant women and their American-born 

daughters. Through intergenerational narratives, Tan explores 

the complexities of cultural identity, the tension between 

tradition and modernity, and the struggle to reconcile Chinese 

heritage with American influences. The novel's portrayal of the 

immigrant experience resonates with themes found in diaspora 

literature, including the challenges of assimilation and the 

search for belonging (Tan, 1989). Another example is 

"Americanah" by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, which follows 

the journey of a young Nigerian woman, Ifemelu, as she 

immigrates to the United States for higher education. Adichie's 

novel explores themes of cultural adaptation, racial identity, 

and the complexities of belonging in a new country. Through 

Ifemelu's experiences, the novel provides insights into the 

immigrant perspective and the challenges of navigating 

multiple cultural influences (Adichie, 2013). 

"The Domestic Crusaders" within Diaspora Literature 

Wajahat Ali's play, "The Domestic Crusaders," can be 

situated within the diaspora literature genre as it delves into 

themes of cultural identity, displacement, and the complexities 

of navigating multiple cultural influences. Set within the 

Pakistani-American community, the play offers a nuanced 

exploration of the immigrant experience, capturing the 

struggles and triumphs of Pakistani-Americans as they 

negotiate their dual identities. 

In "The Domestic Crusaders," the Gadhwani family 

grapples with questions of cultural identity and belonging 

against the backdrop of American society. The characters 

confront challenges such as intergenerational conflict, cultural 

assimilation, and the tension between tradition and modernity. 

Through their experiences, the play highlights the complexities 

of diasporic life and the ways in which individuals navigate 

their cultural heritage within the context of a new homeland. 

Social Influence Theory 

Social influence theory, as elucidated in the introduction, 

offers a robust framework for comprehending the mechanisms 

through which external elements mold individual behaviors, 

attitudes, and beliefs. By delving into literature on social 

influence theory, researchers can gain valuable insights into the 

ways in which characters within "The Domestic Crusaders" are 

swayed by their social milieu. 

Numerous scholarly works have examined the various 

facets of social influence theory, shedding light on its 

applicability to diverse contexts, including literature and the 

arts. For instance, in their seminal work, Cialdini and Goldstein 

(2004) provide a comprehensive overview of social influence 

processes, delineating concepts such as compliance, 

conformity, and persuasion. Through empirical research and 

case studies, they elucidate the underlying principles governing 

human behavior within social settings, offering valuable 

insights into the factors that shape individual decision-making. 

Moreover, studies by Milgram (1974) and Asch (1951) have 

explored the dynamics of obedience and conformity, 

respectively, further elucidating the mechanisms through which 

individuals are influenced by social norms and authority 

figures. Milgram's experiments on obedience to authority, in 

particular, underscore the profound impact of situational factors 

on human behavior, highlighting the importance of context in 

shaping individual actions. 

In the context of literature, scholars have applied social 

influence theory to analyze characters' motivations, 

interactions, and transformations within narrative frameworks. 

For example, in their analysis of Shakespearean dramas, 

researchers have examined how characters' decisions are 

influenced by social pressures, power dynamics, and 

interpersonal relationships (Howard, 2000). Similarly, studies 
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of modern literature, such as the works of F. Scott Fitzgerald or 

Virginia Woolf, have explored the ways in which characters' 

identities and choices are shaped by societal norms and 

expectations (McDonald, 2015). 

Indeed, applying insights from social influence theory to 

"The Domestic Crusaders" provides a lens through which 

researchers can uncover the intricate dynamics of familial, 

cultural, and societal influences on the characters' lives. By 

closely examining the play's dialogue, actions, and interactions, 

scholars can identify instances of conformity, resistance, and 

negotiation, thereby offering a nuanced understanding of how 

social influences shape cultural conflict and harmony within the 

narrative. 

One example of social influence at play in "The Domestic 

Crusaders" is evident in the interactions between the younger 

and older generations of the Gadhwani family. The characters' 

adherence to or deviation from cultural norms and traditions 

reflects the influence of familial expectations and societal 

pressures. For instance, when discussing marriage and career 

choices, characters may conform to traditional values out of 

respect for their parents' wishes, even if it conflicts with their 

personal desires. Conversely, instances of resistance may arise 

when characters challenge entrenched cultural norms, asserting 

their individual autonomy and identity in defiance of familial or 

societal expectations. 

In "The Domestic Crusaders," the theme of marriage and 

career choices serves as a poignant illustration of how 

characters may conform to traditional values out of respect for 

their parents' wishes, even if it conflicts with their personal 

desires. Throughout the play, we witness characters grappling 

with the tension between familial expectations and individual 

aspirations, particularly regarding decisions related to marriage 

and career paths. 

For instance, consider the character of Khulsoom, the eldest 

daughter in the Gadhwani family. Khulsoom may find herself 

torn between her own dreams and aspirations and the 

expectations placed upon her by her parents and cultural 

traditions. Despite harboring ambitions of pursuing higher 

education or a career, Khulsoom may feel compelled to 

prioritize familial obligations and adhere to traditional gender 

roles, such as getting married and starting a family at a young 

age. This conflict between personal desires and familial 

expectations reflects the influence of social norms and cultural 

values on individual decision-making. 

Similarly, characters like Salman or Fatima may face 

similar dilemmas when it comes to their career choices. They 

may harbor aspirations of pursuing unconventional career paths 

or pursuing higher education, yet feel pressure to conform to 

societal expectations of success and stability. In many cases, 

characters may suppress their own desires in favor of fulfilling 

their parents' dreams or upholding the family's reputation within 

the community. 

Furthermore, the character of the parents, Hakim and 

Khulsoom Sr., also exemplifies the generational gap and the 

perpetuation of traditional values within the family. Their 

expectations regarding marriage and career choices for their 

children are deeply rooted in cultural traditions and societal 

norms, reflecting their own experiences and upbringing. As 

authority figures within the family, their influence on their 

children's decisions is significant, further reinforcing the 

pressure to conform to familial expectations. 

Overall, the example of marriage and career choices in "The 

Domestic Crusaders" illuminates the complexities of cultural 

conflict and familial dynamics within the Pakistani-American 

context. Characters may find themselves torn between honoring 

their cultural heritage and pursuing their individual aspirations, 

navigating a delicate balance between tradition and modernity. 

By conforming to traditional values out of respect for their 

parents' wishes, characters grapple with questions of identity, 

agency, and belonging, highlighting the profound influence of 

social norms and familial expectations on their lives. 

In "The Domestic Crusaders," instances of resistance indeed 

arise when characters challenge entrenched cultural norms, 

asserting their individual autonomy and identity in defiance of 

familial or societal expectations. These acts of resistance serve 

as powerful demonstrations of characters asserting their agency 

and striving to carve out their own paths, even in the face of 

social pressure and tradition. 

One example of resistance can be observed through the 

character of Salahuddin, the rebellious son in the Gadhwani 

family. Salahuddin may reject traditional expectations placed 

upon him, such as entering into an arranged marriage or 

adhering strictly to cultural traditions. Instead, he may assert his 

autonomy by pursuing alternative relationships or career paths 

that deviate from his parents' wishes. By challenging 

entrenched cultural norms, Salahuddin asserts his individual 

identity and autonomy, refusing to conform to societal 

expectations that may limit his personal freedom and 

fulfillment. 

Similarly, other characters in the play may also engage in 

acts of resistance, albeit in different forms. For instance, 

characters like Fatima or Jameel may challenge gender norms 

and expectations, advocating for greater gender equality and 

autonomy within the family and community. They may assert 

their right to pursue education, employment, or personal 

relationships on their own terms, regardless of societal 

expectations or cultural traditions. 

Moreover, instances of resistance can also manifest in the 

form of cultural and generational clashes within the family. 

Younger generations may challenge the authority of their 

elders, questioning traditional practices or beliefs that they 

perceive as outdated or oppressive. These acts of resistance can 

lead to tensions within the family, as characters navigate the 

complexities of asserting their individual identities while 

honoring their cultural heritage. 

Overall, instances of resistance in "The Domestic 

Crusaders" highlight the complexities of cultural identity 

negotiation and the struggle for autonomy within the Pakistani-

American context. Characters may engage in acts of defiance to 

assert their individual agency and challenge entrenched cultural 

norms, ultimately striving to reconcile their personal aspirations 

with familial and societal expectations. By resisting conformity 

and asserting their identities, characters in the play navigate the 

tensions between tradition and modernity, contributing to a 

nuanced exploration of cultural conflict and harmony within the 

narrative. 
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Moreover, the characters' interactions with peers and 

community members also illustrate the impact of social 

influence on their attitudes and behaviors. For instance, 

characters may adopt certain beliefs or attitudes based on peer 

pressure or social validation, conforming to group norms to 

gain acceptance or avoid ostracism. Conversely, characters may 

resist external pressures that contradict their personal values or 

beliefs, asserting their independence and agency in shaping 

their own identities. 

Additionally, cultural and societal forces shape characters' 

perceptions of self and others, influencing their sense of identity 

and belonging. Characters may grapple with conflicting cultural 

identities, torn between their Pakistani heritage and American 

upbringing, as they navigate the complexities of multicultural 

existence. Social influence theory allows researchers to dissect 

these internal struggles, revealing how external factors such as 

family dynamics, cultural expectations, and societal norms 

contribute to characters' sense of self and cultural identity. 

Overall, by applying insights from social influence theory 

to "The Domestic Crusaders," researchers can uncover the 

nuanced ways in which familial, cultural, and societal forces 

intersect to shape characters' experiences and interactions. 

Through careful analysis of the play's narrative elements, 

scholars can elucidate the complex dynamics of conformity, 

resistance, and negotiation, providing a deeper understanding 

of how social influences shape cultural conflict and harmony 

within the narrative framework. 

In summary, literature on social influence theory provides a 

robust framework for analyzing the dynamics of influence and 

persuasion within narratives such as "The Domestic 

Crusaders." Using insights from this theoretical perspective, 

scholars can unravel the complex interplay of external forces 

and individual will, enriching our understanding of the 

experiences and motivations of the characters in the play. 

Cultural Identity and Assimilation 

Cultural identity and assimilation is a significant area of 

literature that delves into the challenges and dynamics of 

cultural identity negotiation, especially within immigrant 

communities. In the context of "The Domestic Crusaders," this 

theme is central to understanding the experiences of the 

Gadhwani family and their interactions with American society. 

The play navigates questions of assimilation versus cultural 

preservation as the Gadhwani family grapples with the 

pressures to assimilate into American culture while also 

preserving their Pakistani heritage. Characters may find 

themselves torn between embracing American customs and 

traditions and maintaining connections to their cultural roots. 

This internal conflict reflects broader debates within immigrant 

communities about the balance between assimilation and 

cultural preservation. 

Intergenerational conflicts also emerge as a significant 

aspect of cultural identity negotiation within the play. The older 

generation, represented by characters like Hakim and 

Khulsoom Sr., may cling to traditional values and customs, 

resisting change and adaptation. In contrast, younger 

characters, such as Salman and Fatima, may embrace aspects of 

American culture and challenge traditional norms, leading to 

tensions and conflicts within the family. 

Moreover, "The Domestic Crusaders" explores the search 

for belonging among Pakistani-Americans, who straddle 

multiple cultural worlds. Characters may grapple with feelings 

of alienation and displacement as they navigate the 

complexities of multicultural existence. The play delves into the 

challenges of forging a sense of identity and belonging in a 

society that may view them as outsiders, while also facing 

pressure from within their own community to conform to 

cultural expectations. 

Overall, "The Domestic Crusaders" offers a nuanced 

exploration of cultural identity and assimilation within the 

Pakistani-American context. By delving into themes of 

assimilation versus cultural preservation, intergenerational 

conflicts, and the search for belonging, the play sheds light on 

the complexities of immigrant experiences and the ongoing 

negotiation of cultural identity within diasporic communities. 

Family Dynamics in Literature 

Family dynamics in literature is a rich area of study that 

provides valuable context for analyzing the interactions and 

relationships depicted in "The Domestic Crusaders," which 

revolves around a Pakistani-American family. By exploring 

literature on family dynamics, researchers can gain insights into 

the complexities of familial relationships, dynamics, and 

conflicts portrayed in the play. 

Within the realm of literature, family dynamics are often 

portrayed as a microcosm of broader societal themes, including 

cultural identity, generational differences, and the complexities 

of interpersonal relationships. In "The Domestic Crusaders," 

the Gadhwani family serves as a lens through which to explore 

these dynamics within the Pakistani-American context. 

Literature on family dynamics offers a range of theoretical 

frameworks and conceptual models for understanding the 

complexities of familial relationships. For example, structural-

functional theory posits that families function as social systems 

with interconnected roles and responsibilities, while symbolic 

interactionism emphasizes the importance of communication 

and interaction in shaping family dynamics (Johnson & Ray, 

2015). By applying these theoretical perspectives to the analysis 

of "The Domestic Crusaders," researchers can gain insights into 

the underlying mechanisms driving the characters' behaviors 

and interactions within the family unit. 

Moreover, studies on family dynamics often delve into 

themes such as parent-child relationships, sibling rivalries, and 

intergenerational conflicts, all of which are prominently 

featured in "The Domestic Crusaders." Characters in the play 

may navigate tensions between traditional expectations and 

individual aspirations, leading to conflicts and 

misunderstandings within the family. By examining how these 

dynamics unfold within the narrative, researchers can gain a 

deeper understanding of the complexities of familial 

relationships and the ways in which they intersect with broader 

cultural and societal contexts. 

Overall, exploring literature on family dynamics provides 

valuable context for analyzing the interactions and relationships 

depicted in "The Domestic Crusaders." By drawing upon 
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theoretical frameworks and conceptual models from the field of 

family studies, researchers can elucidate the complexities of 

familial relationships within the Pakistani-American context, 

shedding light on the dynamics of cultural identity, generational 

differences, and interpersonal conflicts portrayed in the play. 

Criticism and Analysis of "The Domestic Crusaders" 

Reviewing existing scholarly articles, essays, and critiques 

of Wajahat Ali's play, "The Domestic Crusaders," provides 

valuable insights into various interpretations and analyses of the 

work. These critiques offer discussions of themes, characters, 

narrative structure, and stylistic elements, enriching our 

understanding of the play's significance within the realm of 

contemporary literature. 

One notable scholarly article on "The Domestic Crusaders" 

is "The Politics of Domesticity: The Domestic Crusaders and 

the New Muslim Identity" by Nuraan Davids (2012). In this 

article, Davids examines the play's portrayal of Pakistani-

American identity and its engagement with contemporary 

issues facing Muslim communities in America. Davids 

analyzes how the play challenges stereotypes and offers a 

nuanced depiction of Muslim-American experiences, 

highlighting its contribution to the discourse on identity politics 

and cultural representation. 

Another insightful critique is "Staging Conflict: Politics and 

Identity in 'The Domestic Crusaders'" by Elizabeth Pittman 

(2010). Pittman explores the play's exploration of familial 

conflict and cultural tensions within the Pakistani-American 

community. She analyzes the dynamics between characters and 

their struggles to reconcile their cultural heritage with 

American values, offering a close reading of key scenes and 

dialogues to illuminate the play's thematic depth and emotional 

resonance. 

Furthermore, essays such as "The Domestic Crusaders: A 

Family Drama" by Farah Yasmeen Shaikh (2016) delve into the 

play's narrative structure and character development. Shaikh 

examines how Ali employs various dramatic techniques to 

convey the complexities of family dynamics and cultural 

identity negotiation within the Pakistani-American context. She 

discusses the play's use of humor, dialogue, and symbolism to 

engage audiences and provoke critical reflection on issues of 

race, religion, and belonging. 

In addition to scholarly articles, reviews from theater critics 

and literary scholars provide further insights into the reception 

and interpretation of "The Domestic Crusaders." These 

critiques offer perspectives on the play's thematic significance, 

character portrayals, and artistic merit, contributing to a broader 

understanding of its cultural and literary significance. 

Overall, reviewing criticism and analysis of "The Domestic 

Crusaders" offers a multifaceted exploration of the play's 

themes, characters, and narrative techniques. By engaging with 

existing scholarly discourse, readers can gain deeper insights 

into the complexities of Pakistani-American identity and the 

ways in which literature reflects and shapes cultural narratives. 

Analyzing the depiction of cultural conflict and harmony 

within "The Domestic Crusaders" by Wajahat Ali reveals a 

multifaceted portrayal of the Pakistani-American experience, 

characterized by tensions between tradition and modernity, 

generational divides, and the complexities of navigating 

multiple cultural identities. 

**Cultural Conflict:** 

The play vividly depicts various forms of cultural conflict 

experienced by the Gadhwani family, highlighting the 

challenges of reconciling Pakistani heritage with American 

influences. One prominent source of conflict is the clash 

between traditional values and modern lifestyles. Characters 

such as Khulsoom Sr. and Hakim embody traditional Pakistani 

values, emphasizing the importance of family honor, respect for 

elders, and adherence to cultural customs. In contrast, younger 

characters like Salman and Fatima challenge these traditional 

norms, advocating for greater independence, autonomy, and 

personal freedom. This intergenerational tension underscores 

the evolving nature of cultural identity within immigrant 

families, as younger generations negotiate their place within a 

rapidly changing society while grappling with the expectations 

of their elders. 

Furthermore, the play explores the complexities of religious 

and cultural identity, particularly in the aftermath of the 9/11 

attacks. Characters like Salman and Khulsoom Jr. confront 

stereotypes and discrimination based on their Muslim identity, 

highlighting the pervasive impact of Islamophobia on 

Pakistani-American communities. These experiences of 

marginalization and prejudice deepen the cultural divide within 

the family, exacerbating tensions and complicating the 

negotiation of cultural identity. 

Research Gap 

While existing scholarship has addressed various aspects of 

Pakistani-American literature and cultural identity negotiation, 

there remains a gap in understanding how social influence 

operates within the familial context depicted in "The Domestic 

Crusaders." By focusing specifically on social influence 

mechanisms, this research aims to fill this gap and contribute to 

a more nuanced understanding of the dynamics of cultural 

conflict and harmony among Pakistani-American individuals 

and families. 

III. RESULTS 

The analysis of "The Domestic Crusaders" reveals the 

multifaceted nature of cultural conflict and harmony within the 

Pakistani-American family portrayed in the play. Social 

influence mechanisms, such as parental authority, peer 

pressure, and societal expectations, emerge as influential 

factors shaping the characters' responses to cultural tensions. 

The study identifies various strategies employed by the 

characters in navigating these tensions, including negotiation, 

resistance, and adaptation. Through close textual analysis, this 

research provides insights into the complexities of cultural 

identity negotiation and the challenges of seeking harmony 

within a multicultural context. 

IV. RECOMMENDATIONS 

Based on the findings of this research, it is recommended 

that future studies continue to explore the role of social 

influence in shaping cultural identity negotiation among 

diasporic communities. Additionally, efforts should be made to 
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amplify diverse voices within Pakistani-American literature, 

providing space for nuanced portrayals of cultural experiences 

and identities. Furthermore, educators and policymakers should 

consider the insights gained from this research when 

developing interventions and support systems for immigrant 

families navigating cultural tensions. 

V. CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, this research has demonstrated the 

significance of social influence mechanisms in shaping cultural 

conflict and harmony within the context of "The Domestic 

Crusaders" by Wajahat Ali. By analyzing the interplay between 

social influences and cultural tensions, this study has provided 

valuable insights into the complexities of the Pakistani-

American experience and the strategies employed by 

individuals and families in negotiating their dual identities. 

Moving forward continued exploration of these themes is 

essential for fostering understanding and empathy within 

multicultural societies. 

REFERENCES 

[1]. Adichie, C. N. (2013). Americanah. Alfred A. Knopf. 

[2]. Ali, W. (2009). The domestic crusaders: A play. McSweeney's Books. 

[3]. Asch, S. E. (1951). Effects of group pressure upon the modification and 
distortion of judgments. In H. Guetzkow (Ed.), Groups, leadership and 

men (pp. 177-190). Carnegie Press. 

[4]. Cialdini, R. B., & Goldstein, N. J. (2004). Social influence: Compliance 
and conformity. Annual Review of Psychology, 55, 591-621. 

[5]. Davids, N. (2012). The Politics of Domesticity: The Domestic Crusaders 

and the New Muslim Identity. Comparative Studies of South Asia, Africa 
and the Middle East, 32(3), 532-545. 

[6]. Hamid, M. (2007). The reluctant fundamentalist. Harcourt. 

[7]. Hong, Y. Y., & Page, S. E. (2001). Problem solving in a social context: A 
literature-based approach to collaborative problem solving. Journal of 

Applied Psychology, 86(3), 594–603. 

[8]. Howard, J. E. (2000). The stage and social struggle in early modern 
England. Routledge. 

[9]. Johnson, D. E., & Ray, R. (2015). Studying family interaction and family 

dynamics. The SAGE handbook of family communication, 27-43. 
[10]. Kamal, S. (2020). An isolated incident. Penguin Books. 

[11]. Kureishi, H. (1990). The Buddha of Suburbia. Faber and Faber. 

[12]. McDonald, P. (2015). Literature and social theory. Routledge. 
[13]. Milgram, S. (1974). Obedience to authority: An experimental view. 

Harper & Row. 

[14]. Pittman, E. (2010). Staging Conflict: Politics and Identity in 'The 
Domestic Crusaders'. Theatre Research International, 35(3), 290-291. 

[15]. Shaikh, F. Y. (2016). The Domestic Crusaders: A Family Drama. South 

Asian Review, 37(1), 197-199. 
[16]. Shahid Ali, A. (1987). The half-inch Himalayas. Wesleyan University 

Press. 

[17]. Sidhwa, B. (2006). Cracking India. Milkweed Editions. 
[18]. Tan, A. (1989). The joy luck club. G.P. Putnam's Sons. 

[19]. Ting-Toomey, S., & Chung, L. C. (2005). Understanding intercultural 

communication. Oxford University Press. 

 

 


